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defend her against a coalition of France, Russia and
possibly Austria, All he asked was that we should
not quarrel unnecessarily with our French neighbours.
So long as Great Britain remained on good terms with
France, then the latter would be unlikely to flirt with
Russia. But should we c shake her off like a woman
of doubtful virtue' then a Franco-Russian alliance
(with all its terrible menace to the peace of Europe)
would become a certainty.

This new version of the balance of power made a
profound and lasting impression upon Lord Dufferin.
It is perhaps unfortunate that it did not make an
equal impression upon Bismarck's successors. Lord
Dufferin, on his return, repeated what Bismarck had
said to his friends in the Cabinet. They found the
Chancellor's theories c most interesting' and there-
after ignored them. But Lord Dufferin never forgot
the great man of Varzin, the c humorous and epi-
grammatic * manner in which he had expounded his
theories, or the strange contrast between that colossus
in a dressing gown and that thin little schoolboy voice.

(4)

* Miss Plimsoll/ I asked, ' is Uncle Dufferin a great
man? ?

I do not believe that I asked that question with
any desire for information or even with much under-
standing of what it meant. We were having tea at
the time; and Miss Plimsoll was sitting, a trifle
triumphantly, at the head of the school-room table
holding a brown tea-pot. It was the hour of the day
when children are uneasy. The endless adventure of
the morning ; the excitements of luncheon ; the enjoy-